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Abstract 

This literature review discusses the development of a participatory 
learning model to increase interest in learning social sciences. 
Participatory learning activities as a new model in the educational 
process emerged in higher education units in the seventies and are 
flexible and open to further development. This characteristic is an 
opportunity for students to strive to develop principles, methods and 
techniques that are suitable for use in participatory learning. 
Participatory learning is expected to be able to increase students' 
involvement in the learning process, students are given the freedom and 
breadth to develop their potential. This is to increase student interest in 
learning and student activity in learning. So that students will 
understand and apply it in everyday life and can have implications for 
increasing students' interest in learning in Social Sciences subjects. In 
this learning, principles are used, namely based on learning needs, 
oriented to the goals of learning activities, based on experience, 
centered on learning citizens. Efforts to implement participatory 
learning can be emphasized by emphasizing the role of education to 
help students carry out active and participatory learning activities in 
Social Sciences lessons. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Social studies lessons are lessons that are of great interest to some 

students, but in proportion to the students' lack of interest in this lesson, 

because they are more unique and challenging than other lessons. Meanwhile, 

social studies lessons have become a common lesson among elementary 

school students, but this is not the case. closes the possibility that many of 

these students really like social studies lessons. We often see that some of 

them really like Mathematics, Indonesian and Natural Sciences as the center of 

their attention in criticizing the current problems of elementary school 

students' interest in learning (Fisher, M. M., et al, 2005). Therefore, it is the 

teacher who is very responsible for his students, when he conveys his 

knowledge, how can it be received easily and fun to listen to. 
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As for transcripts in the world of educational media, so many teachers 

have conveyed social studies lessons in their own way, which can invite 

speaking, reading and writing, which are the main targets for elementary 

school children who are not yet fully familiar with social studies lessons. The 

students can ask each other questions and answers about knowledge and can 

also explain the flow of the origins of the knowledge or material being 

conveyed, because this aims to give a classy impression to their minds which 

will later create fun in the world of reasoning when the lesson begins. Not 

only that, teacher attitudes and behavior are also determined in the world of 

education, which in fact will be a positive perspective for vision and interest in 

social science lessons (Arbarini, M., et al, 2018). 

Then the main aim of social studies learning is to develop the potential 

so that students are sensitive to social problems that occur in society, have a 

positive mental attitude towards correcting all inequality that occurs every 

day, both those that affect themselves and those that affect society (Ozkal, N, 

2013) . Social studies education is one of the subjects that can provide broad 

insight into local and global society so that they are able to live together with 

other communities. To achieve this goal, elementary schools (SD) as formal 

institutions can develop and train the potential of students who are capable of 

producing reliable human beings, both in the academic field and in the moral 

aspect. The goals that must be achieved by elementary school students must 

be adjusted to their level of development, starting from recognition and 

understanding of the immediate or surrounding environment to the wider 

community environment (Myers, J. P, 2006). 

Participatory learning is a phenomenon that is growing and developing 

in the world of education, both school education and out-of-school education. 

This learning is necessary and can be developed in line with efforts to improve 

national education. It is said to need to be developed, because participatory 

learning activities must always be adapted to developments in the learning 

process in the out-of-school education subsystem and school education in the 

implementation of the national education system. It is said to be able to be 

developed, because participatory learning activities as a new model in the 

educational process emerged in higher education units in the seventies and 

have the nature of flexibility and are open to further development. This 

characteristic is an opportunity for students to strive to develop principles, 

methods and techniques that are suitable for use in participatory learning 

(Haron, H., et al, 2017). 
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Participatory learning activities are also called participatory learning 

activities, this is a growing phenomenon in out-of-school education. These 

learning activities need and can be developed by increasing the stability of the 

out-of-school education sub-system in the national education system (Hedges, 

H., & Cullen, J, 2012). It is said that it needs to be developed because this 

learning activity is an approach that only emerged in the world of higher 

education in the seventies and has the characteristic of flexibility and 

openness, this characteristic is what requires every educational expert, 

especially those engaged in out-of-school education programs, to strive to 

develop the principles, methods and techniques suitable for use in 

participatory learning activities. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Participatory Learning Model 

A. Learning Model 

Discussion of learning models means discussing teaching models 

and learning models. When a learner helps students to obtain information, 

ideas, skills, values, thought patterns, and meaning from their self-

expression, in fact at that time he is also teaching them how to learn. The 

most important learning outcome at a later date is the learner's ability to 

develop easier and more effective ways of learning (Diwangkoro, E, 2020). 

With this ability, it means they have acquired knowledge and process and 

learning skills. 

The description above is in line with what Dewey once expressed 

(Afandi, M. E. C., & Wardani, O. P, 2013) that the core of the learning 

process is structuring an environment where students can interact and 

learn from each other how to learn. Thus, the learning model can be seen 

as a description of the conditions of the learning environment. This 

description concerns learners and learners, curriculum planning, subjects or 
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courses, supporting units, learning design books, multimedia programs, 

and computer-assisted learning programs, etc. 

Joyce & Weil (Mirdad, J, 2020) view a learning model as a plan or 

pattern that can be used to organize curriculum, design learning materials, 

and guide learning inside and outside the classroom. Dick & Carey (Al-

Tabany, T. I. B, 2017) added that a learning strategy is an overall plan of 

activities to achieve learning goals. Included in the strategy is a sequence of 

learning activities that lead to learning objectives. 

B. Participatory Learning 

Participatory learning is a concept that can refer to a number of 

names, such as peer teaching, active learning, group work, cooperative and 

collaborative learning, a concept that implicitly requires convergent 

interaction (multi-directional interaction) and collaboration with students 

and fellow students ( Hedges, H., & Cullen, J, 2012). When collaborating in 

learning, guidance and direction from students is really needed so that 

positive changes occur in students' knowledge, attitudes and skills 

(Berthelsen, D, 2009). 

Participatory learning can be interpreted as a learner's effort to 

involve students in learning activities. Yager, R. R. (1990) added that the 

participatory learning model is a learning model (learning and teaching) 

that is carried out with (not for) students. In this model, the relationship 

between learning and students is developed reciprocally, where there is 

almost no difference between students and students. If there is a 

difference, it is very small. Moreover, in this model, students are 

empowered to take greater control in their own learning by taking a role in 

planning and implementing projects or services, while enjoying the benefits 

of modeling provided by educators. The participatory learning model offers 

students an opportunity to acquire professional values, knowledge and 

skills. Students will gain a deeper understanding of the meaning of 

responsibility as citizens and prepare themselves to become public servants 

(Arbarini, M., et al, 2018). 

Learner participation in the participatory learning model is realized 

in three stages of learning activities, namely: program planning, program 

implementation and program evaluation of learning activities (Raihan, A. A, 

2023). 

C. Principles of Participatory Activities 

1. Learning Needs Besed 
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Participatory learning activities are based on learning needs, 

meaning the desire or desire suggested by someone to acquire 

knowledge and knowledge, skills, values and certain attitudes through 

learning activities. The source of information about learning needs is 

learning citizens or prospective learning citizens. The importance of this 

need is based on the fact that students will learn effectively if all 

components of the learning program can help students meet their 

needs. Efforts to meet these learning needs are the basis for the 

preparation and development of participatory learning activity 

programs. 

2. Learning Goas And Objekctives Oriented 

According to Malcolm, K. S. (1980), this principle means that 

participatory activities are planned and implemented to achieve 

previously determined learning goals. In planning learning goals, they 

are arranged based on their potential learning needs, available resources 

and possible obstacles need to be identified first so that goals centered 

on the learning community can be formulated accurately and 

implemented effectively. The learning objectives consist of general 

objectives (goals) and specific objectives (objectives). Each learning 

activity process is directed at achieving learning objectives that have 

been prepared by learning resources together with thei leiarning 

commuinity. 

3. Ceinteireid on citizein leiarning 

Thei participatory activity proceiss is ceinteireid on thei leiarning 

commuinity (leirneir contreireid). This principlei meians that leiarning activity 

mateirials arei baseid on thei lifei backgrou ind of thei leiarning commu inity, 

this is uiseid as thei basis for preiparing leiarning activity plans that incluidei 

thei meianing of leiarning, thei lifei backgrou ind inclu ideis eidu icational or 

work backgrouind, reiligiouis associations and so on. 

According to Malcolm, K. S. (1980) leiarning citizeins arei involveid 

in activitieis to ideintify leiarning neieids, sou irceis and possiblei obstacleis, as 

weill as in activitieis to deiteirminei leiarning goals. In deiteirmining leiarning 

activitieis, leiarning reisideints participatei in deiveiloping leiarning mateirials, 

leiarning reisideints play an important rolei in planning, impleimeinting, 

eivalu iating leiarning activitieis that arei suiitablei and reilateid to thei 

achieiveimeint of impleimeintation tasks, and eivalu iating leiarning activitieis, 

meianing that leiarning reisideints play a lot of roleis in thei proceiss. 

teiaching and leiarning activitieis. 
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4.  Eixpeirieintial Leiarning 

This principlei provideis direiction that participatory leiarning 

activitieis arei preipareid and impleimeinteid baseid on thei things that havei 

beiein leiarneid and thei eixpeirieinceis that thei leiarning commuinity has had. 

This is reilateid to leiarning in carrying ou it tasks and work as weill as ways 

of leiarning in carrying ou it thei tasks and work that stuideints alreiady havei 

(Kaeiwju imnong, C, 2013). 

 

Interest in Learning Social Sciences 

Eiveiry stu ideint ceirtainly has an inteireist in eiach suibjeict at school. 

Inteireist in leiarning is important for stu ideints to want to carry ou it activitieis in 

leiarning. Inteireist in leiarning consists of thei syllableis, nameily inteireist and 

leiarning. According to Djaali (Adnyana, K. S., & Yu idaparmita, G. N. A, 2023) 

inteireist is a feieiling of wanting to know, leiarn, admirei or own someithing. A 

stuideint shou ild havei an inteireist that ariseis from within himseilf to leiarn. 

Leiarning is someithing that happeins natuirally to gain knowleidgei or skills 

throu igh teiaching and leiarning activitieis (Peirmatasari, B. D, 2019). 

Stu ideints who havei an inteireist in leiarning will bei morei einthu isiastic 

abouit leiarning. According to Leiei eit al., (Astawa, D. N. W, 2019) inteireist in 

leiarning is a peirsonal preifeireincei reilateid to leiarning, which meians that 

individuials prioritizei onei thing oveir anotheir. Inteireist in leiarning is reilateid to 

affeictivei fu inctions and knowleidgei which will givei risei to strong eimotions 

suich as positivei feieilings towards someithing, a feieiling of attachmeint, 

fascination and increiasing cognitivei proceisseis (Kpoloviei, P. J., eit al, 2014). 

According to Hareifa, D., eit al (2023) stateid that inteireist in leiarning is an 

inteireist that stu ideints havei which can bei eixpreisseid as a stateimeint that shows 

that stu ideints preifeir onei thing to anotheir, manifeisteid throu igh participation in 

an activity. Stu ideints who havei an inteireist in ceirtain su ibjeicts teind to pay 

greiateir atteintion to ceirtain suibjeicts. 

Inteireist in leiarning is a constant teindeincy to pay atteintion to and 

reimeimbeir someithing or an activity accompanieid by a feieiling of joy, atteintion, 

inteireist and always beiing cu iriou is which is reializeid throu igh leiarning activitieis 

withouit coeircion or withou it beiing askeid by otheirs. 

Social Scieinceis in eileimeintary school is a compleitei combination of 

seiveiral brancheis of social scieincei which stu idy morei of thei variou is social 

probleims and pheinomeina that eixist in socieity in addition to hu iman 

reilationships with theiir physical einvironmeint (Su idrajat, A., eit al, 2018). 
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From thei deifinition abovei, it can bei conclu ideid that inteireist in stu idying 

social stuidieis is a stu ideint's teindeincy to stu idy social stu idieis which involveis 

stuidying a lot variouis social probleims and pheinomeina that eixist in socieity, in 

addition to huiman reilations with theiir physical einvironmeint, arei accompanieid 

by feieilings of joy, atteintion, inteireist and always beiing cuiriouis which are i 

reializeid throu igh leiarning activitieis withouit coeircion or withou it beiing askeid 

by otheirs (Su ipriyadi, S, 2022) . 

 

Participatory Learning on Interest in Learning Social Sciences 

Nowadays, eidu ication is eixpeicteid to bei ablei to transfeir knowleidgei to 

stuideints appropriateily, so that stu ideints will bei reisponsiblei, indeipeindeint, 

havei good beihavior and bei beineificial to theimseilveis and theiir einvironmeint. 

Likeiwisei with Social Scieinceis (IPS) leissons, it is hopeid that stuideints will not 

only bei limiteid to uindeirstanding leisson conceipts and Social Scieinceis (IPS) 

mateirials, bu it will fuirtheir improvei thei application proceiss (Kru itka, D. G., & 

Carpeinteir, J. P, 2016) . 

Seiveiral cau isal factors inclu idei stuideint inteilligeincei, leiarning ability, 

stuideint inteireist in leiarning, preiseintation of mateirial, leiarning atmospheirei, 

teiacheir compeiteincei, and thei condition of thei wideir commu inity (Du izei, C. O, 

2010). In reisponsei to this, teiacheirs mu ist bei ablei to preiparei a leiarning proceiss 

that is morei innovativei and condu icivei so that stuideints can bei morei activeily 

involveid so that stuideints theimseilveis u indeirstand and arei ablei to apply thei 

suibjeict matteir stuidieid. Now leiarning muist bei eimphasizeid morei on thei 

leiarning eixpeirieinceis that stuideints havei in thei leiarning proceiss. Participatory 

leiarning is leiarning that activeily involveis stuideints in planning, impleimeinting 

and eivalu iating leiarning. 

Participatory leiarning is eixpeicteid to bei ablei to increiasei stu ideints' 

involveimeint in thei leiarning proceiss, stu ideints arei givein thei freieidom and 

breiadth to deiveilop theiir poteintial. This is to increiasei stu ideint inteireist in 

leiarning and stu ideint activity in leiarning. So that stu ideints will u indeirstand and 

apply it in eiveiryday lifei and can havei implications for increiasing stu ideints' 

inteireist in leiarning in Social Scieinceis su ibjeicts (Fisheir, M. M., eit al, 2005). 

Thu is, thei uisei of participatory leiarning is eixpeicteid to increiasei stuideints' 

inteireist in leiarning in Social Scieinceis (IPS) su ibjeicts. Eifforts to impleimeint 

participatory leiarning in eileimeintary school (SD) eidu ication can bei eimphasizeid 

by eimphasizing thei rolei of eidu ication to heilp stuideints carry ou it activei and 

participatory leiarning activitieis in Social Scieinceis (IPS) leissons. 



 

231 
 

Involveimeint in preiparing and deiveiloping eidu icational leiarning 

programs with stuideints incluideis ideintifying sou irceis and possiblei obstacleis to 

leiarning, as weill as impleimeinting and asseissing leiarning programs. 

Meianwhilei, eidu icational involveimeint in fosteiring a leiarning situ iation that is 

condu icivei for stu ideints to leiarn inclu ideis eifforts to creiatei a leiarning situiation 

that is condu icivei for stuideints to leiarn which inclu ideis eifforts to creiatei a 

beitteir participatory leiarning climatei (Fadhillah, H.) 

Participatory leiarning activitieis havei main characteiristics which incluidei: 

1. Teiacheirs placei theimseilveis in a position of not knowing all thei leiarning 

mateirials. Vieiwing stuideint leiarning as a reisouircei that has valu iei and 

beineifits in leiarning activitieis. 

2. Teiacheirs play a rolei in heilping stu ideints leiarn in carrying ou it leiarning 

activitieis. Theisei leiarning activitieis arei baseid on stuideint leiarning neieids. 

Teiacheirs motivatei stuideints to participatei in planning, impleimeinting and 

eivalu iating thei leiarning program theiy arei u indeirtaking. 

3. Teiacheirs and stu ideints carry ou it leiarning activitieis with eiach otheir in the i 

form of eixchanging ideias reigarding thei conteint, proceisseis and leiarning 

ouitcomeis and theiir deiveilopmeint. 

4. Teiacheirs play a rolei in heilping stuideints leiarn in creiating condu icivei leiarning 

situiations, so that stuideints can involvei theimseilveis activeily and reisponsibly 

in thei leiarning proceiss. 

5. Thei teiacheir deiveilops grouip leiarning activitieis. 

6. Teiacheirs eincou iragei stu ideints to leiarn to increiasei thei spirit of achieiveimeint, 

thei spirit of compeitition to facei challeingeis that arei orieinteid towards 

improving a beitteir lifei. 

7. Teiacheirs eincou iragei and heilp stuideints leiarn to deiveilop thei ability to solve i 

probleims in and reigarding thei lifei theiy facei eiveiry day. 

8. Teiacheirs and stu ideints leiarn togeitheir to deiveilop anticipation and 

participation skills. 

9. Leiarning achieiveis au itonomy and inteigration in individuial activitieis and 

social lifei (Sariah, S, 2012). 

Eifforts to Grow Stuideints' Activei Participation in Leiarning Gagnei and 

Briggs in Thomas, S. (2004) eixplain a seirieis of leiarning activitieis carrieid ouit in 

thei classroom inclu iding ninei aspeicts to fosteir stu ideint activity and 

participation. Eiach of theim: 

1. Providei motivation or attract stuideints' atteintion, so that theiy play an 

activei rolei in leiarning activitieis. 

2. Eixplain instruictional objeictiveis to stuideints. 
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3. Providei stimuilu is (for eixamplei conceipts) that will bei stuidieid. 

4. Givei instru ictions to stuideints how to leiarn it. 

5. Bring ouit stuideint activity in eiveiry leiarning activity. 

6. Providei feieidback. (feieidback) 

7. Conclu idei eiach mateirial preiseinteid. 

Mc.Keiachi (Lin, C. C., & Tsai, C. C, 2012) su iggeists 4 aspeicts of stuideint 

activity in thei leiarning proceiss: 

1. Stu ideint participation in seitting leiarning activity objeictiveis 

2. Stu ideint participation in leiarning activitieis, eispeicially thosei in thei form of 

inteiractions beitweiein stu ideints 

3. Thei coheisiveineiss of stuideints in class as a stuidy grou ip 

4. Thei freieidom to leiarn is givein to stuideints, and thei opportuinity to act and 

makei important deicisions in thei leiarning proceiss. 

 
CONCLUSION 

Participatory activitieis arei a growing pheinomeinon in ouit-of-school 

eidu ication. This leiarning activity can bei inteirpreiteid as an eiffort by leiarning 

reisou irceis to involvei stu ideints in leiarning activitieis. This leiarning is actu ially 

rooteid in traditions that havei grown in socieity sincei ancieint timeis. Theisei 

leiarning activitieis arei rooteid in social valuieis and reiligiouis norms that havei 

beiein eistablisheid. eistablisheid in commuinity lifei suich as mu ituial assistancei, 

muitu ial coopeiration, muitu ial u isei and inteirdeipeindeincei. In this leiarning, 

principleis arei u iseid, nameily baseid on leiarning neieids, orieinteid to thei goals of 

leiarning activitieis, baseid on eixpeirieincei, ceinteireid on leiarning citizeins. 
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